2 8                                 INTRODUCTION.

This the ablest of the old East India Company's
servants, many of whom were men who knew, loved,
and were implicitly trusted by the people of India,
saw  clearly.     More  than  this,   their  views found
favour  with   the   Board   of   Directors   at   home.
Despatch after despatch from home, remonstrance
after  remonstrance  on  the  spot, might be  given,
showing that great as   were  the reforms that had
been made in our methods in some respects since
the earlier periods, the men who were mostly deeply
versed in  Indian administration, such as  the great
Sir Henry Lawrence (to name a name revered by
men of all schools), were opposed to taking the com-
plete control of new districts, and to filling the highest
posts with well-paid   European officials.      But the
annexation party had a tight grip of the administra-
tive machine, and never failed to make use of it to
extend our direct domination whenever and wherever
they could.    This was the case even prior to the
advent of  Lord   Dalhousie  as   Governor-General;
but with his accession to power the policy took a
range and scope unknown before.

Hitherto our annexations had followed war and
conquest, or had been due to deed of gift from the
supreme power. Now it followed hard upon intrigue
and chicane, or the enforcement of the doctrine of
"lapse," when a native ruler had no heir, and was
not permitted to adopt any. Lord Dalhousie was
a man of bitter temper and boundless ambition,
utterly incapable of looking at India from other than
a bureaucrat's point of view. It was the mission,
therefore, of this arbitrary bigot to overthrow all the
best traditions of our rule in India, to shock every